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ST. FRANCIS BARRACKS, ST. AUGUSTINE;
THE FRANCISCANS IN FLORIDA
On June l2th, 1523, Lucas Vasquez de Ayllon, a
Spanish judge living on the Island of Santo Domingo,
was commissioned by Ferdinand and Isabella to explore
the Atlantic Coast for eight hundred leagues and to
found somewhere a settlement within three years. 1
“He was to influence the natives to receive the preachers, who were to inform and instruct them and make
them good Christians . . . . . . . . Whatever is needful,”
continues the document, “in transporting them . . . . . .
shall be paid entirely from the rents and profits which
in any manner shall belong to us in the said land.”
Thus in 1523 did the sovereigns of Spain obligate
themselves to maintain Divine worship on our coast.
Early in July, 1526, Ayllon sailed from Puerto de
la Plata with three Dominican priests. 2 According to
Ecija, pilot-in-chief of the “Florida,” he landed at the
point where subsequently the English founded Jamestown. Unfortunately de Ayllon was carried off by a
pestilential fever shortly after his arrival. He died
Oct. 10th, 1526. 3
Pedro Menendez, a famous naval commander, obtaining from Philip II a commission to occupy and
settle Florida sailed from Cadiz June 29th, 1565, and
on August 28th reached that coast. He called the spot
where he landed St. Augustine. On the 8th of September, 1565, the Reverend Mendoza Grajales celebrated
a solemn Mass of Thanksgiving. This was the first
Mass said in Florida.
l
Lowery, The Spanish Settlements Within the Present
Limits of the United States, 1513-1561 (New York, 1901), pp.
2
3

Ibid. p. 165
Relaciones Ecija, pilota-mayor de la Florida
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Menendez, in his asiento (contract) with the king,
March 20th, 1565, had bound himself to bring out ten
or twelve Religious of some Order and four Jesuits.
St. Francis Borgia, formerly the Duke of Gandia but
now the General of the Jesuits, personally selected
ten men to go with Menendez who were to bring to
the natives the knowledge of the Savior. These priests
arrived in 1568, but the natives treated them most
cruelly and put some of them to death. 4 Hearing of
the death of Father Segura, S. J. and of the apparent
hopelessness of any permanent Spanish settlement in
Florida, he withdrew the remaining members of the
Society and sent them to Mexico where they founded
a very flourishing Province. 5
As both the sons of St. Dominic and St. Ignatius
failed in their endeavor to convert the Indians, these
missions finally devolved on the sons of St. Francis. 6
The present age has witnessed a remarkable interest in the life and works of St. Francis. The son
of Pietro Bernardone, a rich cloth merchant, he was
born in 1181 at Assisi in Umbria, which place has become the goal of a new race of pilgrims. Without
strife or schism “God’s Poor Little Man” became the
means of renewing the youth of his Church. To kindle
the love of God in the world and to reanimate the life
of the spirit in the hearts of men-such was his mission. Even those who care little about the order he
founded, and who have scant sympathy for the Church
to which he belonged, find themselves looking across
the ages for his guidance and invoking his name in
grateful remembrance.
4
See QUARTERLY, Vol. VI, p. 182. Ray, Jesuit Martyrs in
Florida.
5
Shea, Catholic Church in Colonial Days (New York, 1886)
p. 150
6
Ibid. p. 151
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In the early days Florida embraced all that. territory extending northward “to the poles and westward
to the Pacific ocean.” After the voyages of the French
and the English navigators, its boundaries were limited to the shores of the Chesapeake Bay and the
Mississippi River.
The first Franciscans to arrive in St. Augustine
were the Rev. Alonzo de Reynoso with a number of
other priests and laybrothers, toward the end of 1577.
At Nombre de Dios and San Sebastian they began their
labors among the Indians. Soon a number of converts
became regular attendants at the Sunday Mass in the
parish church. 7 Of course all buildings, churches,
schools and convents, were rudely constructed of logs
obtained from the neighboring forests.
In 1592 twelve more friars arrived with their
superior, Fray Jean de Silva and at once placed themselves under the charge of Reverend Francis Marron,
Guardian, or Warden, of the Convent. 8 One of them,
a Mexican, Father Francisco de Pareja, drew up in the
language of the Indians, his Abridgment of Christian
Doctrine, said to be the first work compiled in any of
the Indian languages. 9 By 1594 there were no less
than twenty mission houses. 10
Like the Jesuits, many of the Franciscans were
martyrs within the widespread territory of what was
then Florida, six of a group of seven being murdered
by the Indians in 1597; Father Francisco de Avila
7
[Barcia] Ensayo Cronologico Para la Historia de la Florida (Madrid,
1723) p. 162
8
Fairbanks, The History and Antiquities of St. Augustine,
Florida
(New York, 1858) p. 114
9
Brinton (The Floridian Peninsular, Philadelphia, 1859, p.
42) gives this distinction to a grammar and catechism drawn
up by Padre Antonio Sedeno who had been deputed to the Province of Guale, now Amelia Island. Brinton lists also Pareja’s
other10 works in the Indian tongue.
Brinton, op. cit. p. 156
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alone being saved. The following documents” are descriptive of the massacre, and of the Franciscans of
the period :In the city of St. Augustine, Province of Florida,
July 1, 1598, Gonzalo Menendez Canso, Governor and
Captain-General of the King our Lord, says: That in
the month of October past of 1597 he was notified of
an uprising of the Indians of the Province of Guale.
They had refused to obey your Majesty and killed the
Religious of the order of San Francisco sent out to
convert and teach them. . . . . . .
The Governor ordered me, the secretary, that I
should go to the monastery of San Francisco, of this
city, and in his name ask the custodian priest of said
house, Fray Francisco Marron, to give permission to
Fray Francisco de Avila, who had been sent to teach
and convert the Indians, that under the oath which is
administered to the Religious of his Order, he declare
how his companions were killed, what he has seen and
heard, and the causes that have moved them to commit such a crime as the killing of the priests. . . . . . .
The present notary public went to the Monastery
of San Francisco of this city, read and showed the
decree above to Fray Francisco Marron, custodian of
the provinces, who said: that mindful that Fray Francisco de Avila was one of the friars sent out to teach
and convert in the Peninsular of Guale, and as the
Lord, Our God, had seen proper to deliver him from
being killed by the Indians, as his companions had
been, and as a person who knew the habits and manners of the Indians, and knew their language, he
deemed it wise to give him freedom to say and declare
11
Averette and Brooks, The Unwritten History of Old St.
Augustine, pp. 34-52
An account of the martyred Franciscan missionaries was
written and published by Geronimo de Ore: Relacion de los
Martires que ha Avido en la Florida (Madrid, 1604).
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all he considered would be to the services of God of the
killing of his companions-except in cases and things
criminal where his rights of priesthood prohibited,
such as death by the cutting of members. And this I
say and sign in his name-Fray Francisco Marron.
Juan Ximines
St. Augustine, Florida, July 20, 1598
Gonzalo Menendez Canco, Governor . . . ordered to
be called Fray Francisco de Avila that in virtue of
the permission granted him by the custodian Fray
Francisco Marron, to say and declare all he knows
concerning the killing of his companions by the Indians, and of his imprisonment and captivitywhether his person was badly treated, and all that
had occurred worthy of relating, so as to punish such
crime as it deserves to be.
Fray Francisco de Avila said: Although it was
true Fray Marron had granted him permission to
speak, he could not make use of it, in cases so grave
and criminal as the present--it was prohibited him
by the sacred canons of priesthood, to attest in such
crimes, because it would force him to say that which
might condemn some, and so he did not wish to speak
or declare in this case, not to fall into any error. Besides being mindful that the Governor had brought
seven Indians from the peninsular at the time of his
ransom, he could know and understand from them all
that they might claim. This he said and I sign it in
his name-Fray Francisco de Avila.
Juan Ximines, Notary Public
The Governor ordered to appear before him one
of the seven Indians who were brought from the peninsular, to whom the following questions were put.
From where do you come and what is your name? He
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came from Tupique and his name was Lucas. Are
you a Christian? Yes. The name of your parents and
have they been Casiques? His father’s name was
Felipe and he was Casique of Tupique. Had there
been any priest there? There had been one named
Fray Blas Rodriquez. Tell and declare what had become of Fray Blas. That about ten or eleven moons
past eight Casiques held a conference. When night
came they killed the priest. A helping hand was given
them by a chief called Pisiache, that he might kill him
with a hatchet, with which he gave him a blow on the
head, from which wound he died almost instantly.
Afterwards they buried him in the church. Say and
declare what cause they had for killing the priest.
That Micas and Casiques said they killed him because
he was artful and took away their enchantment or
witchcraft, and would not allow them to have more
than one wife.
Did he know Fray Miguel de Annon, and Fray Antonio Lego, among the teachers of Guale, and Fray
Pedro de Corpa, among the teachers of Tolomato, and
Fray Francisco de Avila, among the teachers of Ospo?
I have known them all, and they have been killed.
Fray Miguel had his hands tied behind him, but he
did not know if they had killed. him-Fray Antonio
was tied, but he does not know how he was killed-he
had heard it said they had killed him with wooden
weapons, and that Fray Pedro Corpa two Casiques
had killed him in the night while sleeping, that Fray
Francisco de Avila they had not killed, but had him
captive near Tolofino until he should be ransomed by
the Governor.
Was Fray Francisco well or ill treated in the
prison? Sometimes they beat him with sticks and
abused him. They sometimes fed him, but not always,
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and when they did it was on the leaves and tendrils
of vines. . . . . . .
Was he present at the death of Fray Blas and the
other priests when they were killed? He arrived in
time to see Fray Blas die-the others he had not
seen. . . . . . .
Gonzalo Menendez Canco
In presence of
Juan Ximenes
(From a letter of Fray Francisco Parga of the
San Francisco Order to the King)
February - 1600
Your Majesty :
I write giving an account as I was one of the eleven
monks sent by your majesty to spread the Gospel and
teach the natives of this country. When we arrived
we were assigned to different places or posts, each one
trying his utmost to do what he could for the redemption of these souls. It being such as arduous and difficult life, having to traverse bad roads on foot,
with little or nothing to eat at times, that little fruit
has yet been yielded although the harvest which we
hope eventually to reap for the Lord is worth the trials
and sacrifices made. . . . . There are more than eighty
churches that have been built in the different missions
and others under construction. We are moved to do
this to encourage those Indians who are incapable of
good conceptions and obedience. They have always had
their own ministry so they listen with little appreciation to what we preach and teach, in grave detriment
to the poor newly converted Indians notwithstanding
that our teaching and converting accrues to their own
good, as we aid and provide for them in their time of
hunger when crops have failed. The Indians are so
lazy and improvident that if we did not take care of
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the crops after planting they would have nothing.
They do not even save the seed for another planting.
Of the Governor I wish to say as little as possible, but
the misery, impediment and calamities among Indians
and Christians is due to his avarice, and if the poor
Spaniards who are in the Garrison at St. Augustine
had not the hope that your Majesty would be informed
in some way and send them relief from the fearful
calamity which this Garrison is suffering, the affliction among the married men as well as the single
would become unendurable. They dare not under any
circumstances send you information, as it would cost
them their lives, and so they have prayed and implored me as Chaplain to render a strict account. The
war with the Indians where many have been killed and
many brought in as prisoners was uncalled for and
the Indians are much incensed. . . . . . .
On March 14, 1599, the Convent and the fortifications were destroyed by fire. By 1602, the structures
not yet having been rebuilt, the king sent eight hundred ducats to restore them. 12 Everything was in a
state of neglect; and the settlers, as well as the soldiers of the garrison, would at this time have been
deprived of the consolation of religion but for the
Franciscan fathers ; so Governor Canso proposed that
the Guardian of the Convent, on whom and his community the whole spiritual care of the place had devolved, should be made parish priest and chaplain of
the fort. 13
In 1610 the king selected this newly built Convent
as a Capitular House. “It was here” says John Lee
Williams in his history of Florida “that the See of
Rome chartered this great religious province under
12
13

Shea, op. cit., pp. 156, 157
Letter of Gov. Ybarra, Jan. 8, 1604
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the Order of the Franciscans. It was called St. Helena.
All the minor establishments throughout the province
were represented at the great Franciscan house in St.
Augustine."
An addition of thirty-two Franciscans, partly under
Geronimo de Ore in 1612, and partly sent out by Philip
III the year after, sped the work of conversion.
On December 4th, 1630, the king made especial
provision for the maintenance of this convent and missions. He ordered money annually to be drawn from
Mexico to furnish them with supplies and clothing. 14
In 1646 St. Augustine contained about three hundred people. Attached to St. Francis monastery in
1634 were thirty-five priests and a number of laybrothers. The community ministered to forty-four
settlements scattered over all that territory between
the city and Chesapeake Bay. The number of converted
Indians is estimated to have been thirty thousand or
more. 15
By 1649 the priests had increased to fifty, and the
episcopal revenue amounted to the equivalent of four
hundred dollars. Another increase in the activities of
the missionaries was owing to a subsidy of twentyfour Franciscans under Alonzo de Moral in 1676.
The Franciscan Juan Ferro Macuardo, inspector
of the Church in Florida, has given an account of the
missions of the period in Florida-Memorial en Derecho al Rei sobre la Visita a la Florida (Madrid,
1690). 16
During the War of the Spanish Succession Gov14
15

Barcia, op. cit. p. 197
Fairbanks (op. cit. p. 122) says: In 1648 St. Augustine
contained . . . . . a flourishing monastery of the Order of St.
Francis with fifty Franciscans, men very zealous for the conversion of the Indians, and regarded by their countrymen with
the highest
veneration.
16
Brinton, op. cit. p. 45
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ernor Moore of South Carolina and Col. Robert Daniel
invaded Florida. Daniel entered by Pilatka, whereas
Moore attacked from the sea. They set fire to the city
October 22nd, 1702, destroying the convent and church
of the Franciscan Fathers and other important buildings. 17 Both perpetuated untold barbarities, and seven
missionaries were murdered. A Protestant clergyman,
the Rev. Edward Marston, writing to the Rev. Dr.
Bray, Charlestown, says : “To show what friends (?)
some of them are to learning and books, when they
were at St. Augustine, they burned the convent library
worth about six hundred pounds sterling, a collection
of Greek and Latin Fathers: the Holy Bible itself did
not escape destruction, because it was written in
Latin. This outrage was done as soon as they arrived,
by order of Col. Rob't. Daniel." 18
Money was sent from Spain to rebuild the Franciscan Convent ; but official dishonesty prevailed, and
the money was misapplied. Indeed, nothing was done
for some time except to run up a wretched chapel with
four stone walls and a palmetto roof, while nearby
stood huts like those of the Indians to serve as a convent. 19
A question of the right of sanctuary occurred at
St. Augustine in 1737. Francis del Moral had been
superceded as governor by Manuel Joseph de Justiz,
yet he not only refused to recognize his successor, but
even to allow him to land. Moral eventually finding
himself deserted, fled to the convent of the Franciscan
fathers, where he claimed the right of sanctuary. Governor Justiz appealed to the Bishop to suspend the
right of sanctuary, and having obtained it he pro352

p. 460; also Carroll’s Hist. Coll. Vol. II, p.

17

Shea. op. cit.

18
19

Doc. History P. E. Church, Vol. I.
Shea, op. cit., p. 471
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ceeded to the convent, where Moral surrendered himself a prisoner. 20
For years the Apalachian Indians as well as convicts from Mexico, were employed in the construction
of the Fortress of San Marco and St. Francis monastery. Hundreds were needed to cut the coquina rock
found on Anastasia Island, transport it to the water
and ferry it across the bay.
Both buildings were completed during the administration of Governor Don Alonzo Fernandez de Huerra who was appointed in the year 1755.
By treaty of 1763 with England Florida ceased to
belong to Spain. All of the friars and most of the
other Spaniards - about five thousand - returned
either to their mother country or went to Cuba. To
protect the church property from being seized by the
British, Don Juan Eligio de la Puente, acting for the
Spanish government, conveyed to John Gordon, an
English Catholic, the bishop’s house for one thousand
dollars, the Convent of St. Francis for fifteen hundred dollars, the church “Nuestra Senora de la Leche”
for three hundred dollars and the site of the new parish church with its still unfinished walls for three
hundred dollars.
The British government disregarded all these
agreements. The bishop’s house was given to the
Church of England. The Franciscan convent, inasmuch as it had the best wellwater in the place, was
turned over to its troops. This is how St. Francis
monastery became the barracks for the English soldiery.
The English,, not finding the convent to their liking, constructed. other and larger buildings of wood
for housing its soldiers. All this material was brought
from New York by boat. Romans, a contemporaneous
20

Letter of Gov. Justiz, March 22, 1737
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writer, calls them “Such stupendous piles of buildings, which were large enough to contain five regiments when it was a matter of great doubt whether
there will ever be necessity to keep one whole regiment here. . . . . . . Most men would think the money
spent would have been better laid out in roads and
fences throughout the province. . . . . . . Convent with
church is taken into the body of the Barracks." 21
By the treaty of 1783 St. Augustine was returned
to Spain. The Franciscans of the Province of Santa
Elena de la Florida had not been indifferent to the
recovery of the colony. On July 3rd, 1784, the Reverend Francisco Roderico Capote, in the name of the
Province of which he was the delegate and Custos,
petitioned the Crown asking that they should be put in
possession of the convent and missions which had belonged to them when Florida was ceded to England.
He set forth that their convent was still standing and
that their Province had been in possession of it and
the Indian missions for a century and a half before
1763, as appeared by the Royal Cedulas in the archives
of the Commissary General. Now that Florida was
restored to the Crown of Spain, they were ready and
even anxious to return and resume their labors for
the conversion of the Indians. 22
The matter was considered by the king in the
Council of the Indies and the opinions of the Bishop of
Santiago de Cuba and the Governor of Florida were
requested before taking definite action. Governor Zespedes in his reply deemed it inadvisable to introduce
the Franciscans again till the country was settled by
Spaniards and a larger population there. The rights
21
Romans, Natural History of East and West Florida
(New York, 1776) pp. 261-262. There is a plan of the building in Stork, A Description of East Florida (London, 1769),
which
differs materially from the later plan.
22
Relaciones Capote, July 3, 1784
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of the Franciscans were acknowledged: “but,” as he
averred, “the edifice which formerly served them as a
convent was completely transformed and had lost all
appearance of such a habitation for Religious ; that
it was too far from the city to allow the friars to furnish promptly to the faithful any spiritual consolation ; that in the event of their return, it would be
necessary to rebuild the convent and the Church and
set aside a fund to support the friars till there were
faithful enough to contribute the necessary alms ; that
four priests already there, sufficed for the wants of
the people.“ 23
The Governor’s arguments prevailed. The Franciscans were not to return. Nevertheless we find in
a document discovered in the Royal Hacienda in Havana that in 1786 the friars obtained permission to
reestablish themselves in their old convent and missions. Two Franciscans - Fra Tracomes, who taught
school, and Fra Juan who acted as chaplain to the
garrison-were the first to arrive. Others were to
come later. On May 21st - the Governor of St. Augustine wrote to the Provincial to remind him of his
promises. However no more came. The last Franciscan, according to the Catholic Encyclopedia, left Florida in 1795. The name of the priest is not given.
The immense barracks built by the English were
destroyed by fire in 1792. Consequently the Spanish
soldiers took possession of the old convent and remained there till the change of flags in 1821.
In 1818 an English traveller found the “monastery”
occupied as a barracks for the troops of the garrison,
with the one Franciscan friar of the place as their
chaplain. 24
23
24

Letter of Governor Zespedes, Sept. 1, 1768
A Voyage to the Spanish Main in the Ship Two Friends,
London, 1819, p. 120
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On July 10, 1821, Florida became territory of the
United States.
The first use of the main convent building after
the cession was as a jail. 25 How long it was used thus is
unknown. In 1832 Congress passed an act setting
it aside as a military reservation. A careful search
of the War Department records reveals that the first
return, or report from the St. Augustine post was not
made till November, 1838. At that time Capt. J. W.
Washington was in command of Co. B of the Fourth
Artillery.
The Barracks, as they were called while in the possession of and used by the United States Army, were
rebuilt by the War Department in 1867, being completed in the latter part of that year.
(From the St. Augustine Examiner, Nov. 9, 1867 :)
The Barracks, which have just been completed, are an
ornament to the town; too much praise cannot be given to
Mr. Davis, the Superintendent, and to Lieutenant and Quartermaster Logan.

In the report for April, 1881, do we for the first
time find the use of the title “St. Francis Barracks,
St. Augustine, Florida.” The post was then garrisoned
by Companies A and H of the Fifth Artillery. All subsequent reports were headed “St. Francis Barracks.“ 26
On August 15th, 1907 the State of Florida leased
the buildings for five years as State military headquarters. The main building was gutted by fire in December of 1915 and for some years its dismal ruins
were eloquent reminders of past greatness and present neglect.
St. Francis Convent underwent many changes
during its occupancy by the British and American
25
26

tine.

Forbes, Sketches of the Floridas (New York, 1821) p. 87
This information supplied by Peter Stewart, St. Augus-
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troops and its appearance was very much altered. It
had formerly a large circular look-out upon the top,
from which an extensive view of the surrounding
country could be obtained. The walls were probably
the oldest in the city. 27
In 1848 the Reverend Benedict Madeore presented
a memorial to Congress claiming that St. Francis Barracks and other buildings were Catholic Church property. Congress passed a resolution to submit “The difference between the Catholic Church of St. Augustine
and the U. S. Government to arbitration.”
Stephen R. Mallory, of Key West, was selected as
the arbitrator. Having given the matter deep and
thorough study he decided that the Catholic Church
had no just title to the property in litigation. So the
matter rested till Right Reverend William John Kenny
D. D., third bishop of St. Augustine, reopened the
case. He went to Washington to interview Judge Taft,
Secretary of War during the Roosevelt administration,
and was most graciously received by the Department.
“Go”, said Judge Taft to the bishop, “go to Barcelona,
go to Madrid, go to any of the centres of Spain where
there may be found the documents you require to prove
your contention and bring them to me. I assure you
that it will afford us the greatest pleasure to return
these properties to you if you can make good your
claim.”
Bishop Kenny spent many weeks in Spain visiting
the libraries and archives to discover papers that
would prove these claims. He returned with a number
of papers which the lawyers in Spain said would give
the proofs he wanted ; and Reverend Dom James
O.S.B., of St. Leo Abbey, translated these papers for
the Bishop. Unfortunately they contained no expressions to show that the properties used by the Fran27

Fairbanks, op. cit., p. 188
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ciscans ever belonged to the Order. Shortly after viewing these papers, His Lordship grew ill and dropped
the case.
Senator Mallory, who had rendered the opinion
adverse to the contentions of the Catholic Church,
based his decision on the following points1) When Spain surrendered Florida to the U. S.
it made no provisions to safeguard this property.
2) Spain in 1783 took quiet possession of the
monastery and used it for its soldiery. It made no attempt to reimburse the friars for having deprived
them of their domicile.
3) The Franciscans, either because their patriotism induced them to make this sacrifice, or because
they realized that throughout their ministrations they
had acted as servants of the crown and for the salvation of souls, never asked any compensation.
The Rule of St. Francis, unlike all other Orders,
establishes Poverty for the Order as a whole, as well
as for the individual members. Perhaps it was because
of this that they made no demands for reimbursement
by the Spanish government.
In 1921 St. John’s County sent a delegation to Tallahassee to appeal to the Legislature then in session
to restore the historic building; this resulted in the
enactment of the following laws :(Laws of Florida, Chapter 8444 No. 49 A. D. 1921)
AN

ACT TO AUTHORIZE THE REPAIR AND RESTORATION OF THE
ARSENAL TO BE USED BY THE STATE OF FLORIDA ON THE SITE
FORMERLY OCCUPIED BY THE ST. FRANCIS BARRACKS BUILDING AT
ST. AUGUSTINE, FLORIDA.

Be it enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida:
Section 1. Whereas the St. Francis Barracks Building lo-

cated on property belonging to the Federal Government at St.
Augustine, Florida, was, while being used by the State of
Florida as an arsenal under an agreement with the Federal
Government that the State of Florida would maintain all build-
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ings upon the said property used by the State of Florida, destroyed by fire; and
Whereas the Secretary of War of the United States on the
26th day of May, 1920, requested the Governor of the State of
Florida to take the necessary steps to restore such buildings
on said lot; and
Whereas the restoration of said building to be used as an
Arsenal for the State of Florida located at the headquarters
of the Adjutant General of the State of Florida if necessary;
therefore
The Governor, the Secretary of State of the State of Florida, and the Adjutant General of the State of Florida, be and
they are hereby, constituted a Commission to be known as Arsenal Building Commission, and the said Commission is hereby
authorized to adopt plans and specifications and in accordance
therewith repair and restore upon the lot in St. Augustine,
Florida, lately occupied by the St. Francis Barracks Building,
the building to be used as an Arsenal by the State of Florida
in accordance with the agreement between the State of Florida and the United States War Department.
Provided, that the said Building Commission before entering into any contract for the repair and restoration of said
building shall take up with the War Department of the United
States the character and kind of such repair and restoration
of said building, and if said building is repaired or restored
in a manner producing a better or more expensive building
than was destroyed by fire as aforesaid, then in that event to
enter into an agreement with the United States for it to defray
its proportionate share of the expenditure necessary to produce such better or more expensive building, it being the intention of this proviso that the State of Florida should not
expend a greater amount than is necessary to repair and restore the building to a like condition as before its damage by
fire.
Section 2. For the purpose of carrying out the provisions
of this Act there is hereby appropriated the sum of Forty
Thousand ($40,000.00) dollars or so much thereof as may be
necessary to be paid out of the State Treasury of Florida from
funds not otherwise appropriated, and which shall be paid
for the repair and restoration of the building herein provided
for upon warrants drawn by the Comptroller upon the State
Treasury, which warrants shall be drawn only in payment of
bills which shall have been approved by the Governor.
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Section 4 (!) This Act shall take effect upon its passage
and approval by the Governor.
Approved June 14, 1921.
*

*

*

Senate Concurrent Resolution No. 20.
A MEMORIAL TO THE CONGRESS OF THE UNITED STATES OF
AMERICA ASKING THAT IT GRANT TO THE STATE OF FLORIDA FOR
MILITARY P URPOSES , THE LAND AND B UILDINGS KNOWN AS S T.
FRANCIS B ARRACKS IN THE CITY OF S T. A UGUSTINE , IN S AID
STATE .

Whereas It is understood that the United States contemplates the early abandonment of the property in St. Augustine,
Florida, known as St. Francis Barracks, as a military post, or
reservation for military purposes ; and
Whereas The historic associations connected with said St.
Francis Barracks make it fitting that the military character
and use of said property should be preserved and continued;
therefore
Be It Resolved by the House of Representatives, the Senate Concurring :
(1) That the Congress of the United States be, and is hereby requested to grant to the State of Florida the property constituting and known as St. Francis Barracks, located in the City
of St. Augustine, in the State of Florida, to be kept, maintained
and used by the said State of Florida for military purposes and
no other.
(2) That the Secretary of State be, and is hereby directed
to furnish to each of the Senators and Representatives from
this State a copy of this resolution certified under the great
seal of the State.
*
*
*
Senate Concurrent Resolution No. 21.
A
C ONCURRENT R ESOLUTION A UTHORIZING AND D IRECTING
THE GOVERNOR AND ATTORNEY GENERAL OF THE STATE OF FLORIDA TO A CCEPT FOR AND IN THE NAME OF S AID S TATE S UCH
GRANT OF PROPERTY AS MAY BE MADE OR AUTHORIZED BY THE
CONGRESS OF THE UNITED STATES TO IT FOR MILITARY PURPOSES.

Whereas the Congress of the United States has been requested to grant to the State of Florida, for military purposes,
the property known as St. Francis Barracks, situated in the
City of St. Augustine, Florida;
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Therefore, be it resolved by the Senate, the House of Representatives concurring:
Sec. 1. That the Governor and Attorney General of the
State of Florida be, and are hereby, authorized and empowered
to accept for and in the name and behalf of the said State any
grant or cession of the property constituting and known as
St. Francis Barracks, situated in the City of St. Augustine,
in said State which shall or may be made to the State of Florida by the United States or the authority thereof.
Sec. 2. That the Secretary of State be, and is hereby,
directed to furnish a copy of this resolution, certified under
the Great Seal of the State, to each Senator and member of
the House of Representatives from this State, and to any
officer or department of the government of the United States
as or when requested or may be necessary in furtherance of
the purposes of this resolution. 28
*
A N A CT P ROVIDING

*
THAT THE

*
G OVERNMENT P ROPERTY

KNOWN AS THE SAINT FRANCIS BARRACKS, AT SAINT AUGUSTINE,
FLORIDA, BE DONATED TO THE STATE OF FLORIDA FOR MILITARY
PURPOSES. 29

Be it enacted by the Senate and the House of Representatives of the United States of America in Congress assembled,
That the Government buildings and the land connected therewith, known as Saint Francis Barracks, at Saint Augustine,
Florida, be, and the same is hereby, donated to the State of
Florida, to be held by said State and used for military purposes, subject to the following express condition that upon
notice in writing by the President of the United States to the
governor of the State of Florida that the United States has
need for said property, this grant shall cease and title to said
lands and all improvements thereon shall immediately revert
to the United States.
Approved, March 1, 1922.
*

*

*

Francis A. Hollingsworth, architect, of St. Augustine, under the direction of the late Adjutant Gen28

Acknowledgment is made for copies of the above acts and
resolutions
to Judge J. A. Hendley.
29
United States Statutes at Large, Vol. 42, p. 401
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eral Charles P. Lovell, drew the plans for the restoration of the Barracks, modelling them after the lines
of the former structure. In addition to the necessary
space for offices, the arsenal now furnishes club-rooms
for various patriotic organizations of St. Augustine,
including the American Legion, Boy Scouts, Spanish
War Veterans, Chatfield Post, and the Grand Army
of the Republic. The auditorium has a seating
capacity for five hundred. Whenever desired the people, for a nominal sum, may obtain the use of these
quarters for patriotic and civic entertainments, but
never for conducting any religious services of a sectarian character. 30
St. Francis Barracks, once the home of the sons of
St. Francis, is perhaps the only religious edifice ever
taken and used continuously by the United States for
military purposes. This came about through the treaty
made with Spain and not by an act of hostility against
the Catholic Church. The Franciscans will probably
never again take possession of their ancient home.
Surely, though, some day-and may it be soon-there
will be some place in Florida to which they will be
called to renew the work so successfully and efficiently
performed by their saintly and courageous predecessors.
ABBOT CHARLES
30

Art. 4, Adj.-Gen. Rep., June 8, 1925
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